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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CGEN, EAIR, ASAF, GR 

SUBJECT: TWA CRASH 

REE: NAHA'S 394 

1 . REFTEL REQUESTED A SHORT RUN DOWN OF AMERICAN EFFORTS 
TO LOCATE BODIES OF PASSENGERS AND CREW OF ILL-FATED TWA 
FLIGHT 841. YOU ALSO REQUESTED OUR ASSESSMENT OF 
POSSIBILITY OF FURTHER SEARCH EEFORTS IN CHANCE OF 

FINDING OTHER REMAINS. 

2. AMERICAN EFFORTS IN SEARCH OF AIR CRAFT, POSSIBLE 
SURVIVORS AND RECOVERY OF BODIES WAS ASSOCIATED WITH 
GOG AIR SEA SEARCH WHICH INCLUDED MERCHANT VESSELS AND 
NAVAL CRAET. NEITHER AIRCRAFT DEBRIS NOR BODIES WERE 
LOCATED UNTIL APPROXIMATLY 12 HOURS HOLLOWING CRASH IN 
IONIAN SEA. TOTAL OF 24 BODIES HAVE BEEN RECOVERED 

PLUS SOME AIRCRAET DEBRIS. IT IS OPINION OF 
INVESTIGATORS THAT OTHER BODIES REMAIN IN AIRCRAFT 
FUSILAGE. 

3. SERACH EEFORTS WERE COMPLICATED AND MADE EXTREMELY 
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THE FOLLOWING DAY BODIES ON SURFACE WERE PICKED UP 
BY GREEK AND AMERICAN VESSELS AND SUBSEQUENTLY BROUGHT 
TO ATHENS FOR IDENTIFICATION EFFORTS. AS OF NOW 16 
BODIES HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED, WITH POSSIBILITY OF FURTHER 
IDENTIFICATION WITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS. 

4. WE UNDERSTAND CHANCE OF FINDING OTHER REMAINS ARE 
NILE. DEPTH OF WATER IN AREA OF CRASH ESTIMATED AT OVER 
10 THOUSAND FEET, THUS PRECLUDING RETRIEVAL OF FUSILAGE 
WHICH PRESUMABLY INCLUDES OTHER BODIES. 
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